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MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Executive Committee of the Society 
of Sigma Xi was held in the offices of the National Research Coun- 
cil, Washington, D. C, on April 24, 1920. There were present 
Messrs. Clarence E. McClung, Carl H Eigenmann, Edward Ellery, 
F. E. Kester, George B. Pegram, F. K. Richtmyer and Henry B. 
Ward. 

The Secretary was authorized to purchase a typewriter for the 
use of the Society. 

Representation on the Council of the American Association was 
discussed and it was voted that the President appoint such represen- 
tatives as may be called for to serve until the Convention shall meet 
and determine the method of appointment and tenure of office. It 
was further voted that the Executive Committee recommend to 
the Convention that the appointment of representatives on the Coun- 
cil of the American Association for the Advancement of Science be 
made by the Executive Committee and that rotation in office be 
provided for. This action was taken with a view to securing as 
representatives those who will and can participate regularly in the 
work. 

A communication from the manufacturing jewelers was read 
advising that at the expiration of the present contract the price for 
the associate membership emblem would be increased. The original 
committee in charge of the matter, namely Messrs. F. K. Richtmyer 
and Henry B. Ward, was empowered to make a new contract at 
the expiration of the present one. 

A communication was read from the Syracuse Chapter submit- 
ting the following proposed amendment to the Constitution : 

"It is recommended that Article VI, Insignia, be amended as follows : 

Section ia. In the sentence reading 'On the lower line shall be the owner's 
name, together with the numeral of the class in which he graduated and the 
name of such college where graduation took place.' Omit everything after, 
'On the lower line shall be the owner's name.' 

The communication called attention to the confusion arising 
from the present form of the requirement. If the section in the Con- 
stitution is implicitly observed some members will be called upon to 
print on the key the name of a college in which no chapter of Sigma 
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36 SIGMA XI QUARTERLY 

Xi exists or which at the time of their graduation did not have a 
chapter of the society. At the close of the discussion it was voted 
that the recommendation of the Syracuse Chapter be transmitted 
to the Convention with the recommendation of the Executive Com- 
mittee that it be adopted. 

In the communication from the Syracuse Chapter it was also 
proposed to omit in its entirety the last sentence of Article VI, 
Section Ta, reading as follows: "Provided that the continued use of 
the older design of the badge shall be optional with the several 
chapters." 

During the discussion it appeared that this matter was really in 
line with other items being considered at present by a special com- 
mittee appointed by the Pittsburgh Convention, and it was according- 
ly voted that the matter be referred to the Committee on Uniformity 
of Badges. 

Correspondence from the Missouri Chapter relative to the use 
of the associate membership badge showed the existence of a dis- 
tinct misunderstanding with reference to the following statement in 
the Constitution : 

Article VI, Section i, (b) "The use and granting of such badge shall 
be optional with the several chapters." 

This clause had been interpreted to indicate that the regular 
badge of the Society might be utilized by a given chapter for its 
associate members; and inasmuch as the Missouri Chapter was op- 
posed to such use of the regular emblem by associate members they 
had not provided for the use of any associate membership badge. 
However, the action taken by the Pittsburgh Convention prohibited 
distinctly the use of the regular badge for associate members. As 
a result of the discussion the Missouri Chapter voted unanimously 
to adopt the new badge and to encourage its use, both as an appro- 
priate insignia and as a means of avoiding confusion. It was on 
motion voted that the Executive Committee recommend to the 
Convention to strike out the sentence, "The use and granting of such 
badge shall be optional with the several chapters." 

The question of using emblems set with jewels was brought up 
for discussion, and it appeared from the records of manufacturing 
jewelers that very few keys of that type were called for. The evi- 
dence also showed that there was opposition to the utilization of the 
Society emblem as an article of jewelry, and the Executive Com- 
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mittee voted to recommend that the sentence, "The monogram may 
be jewelled, enameled, or embossed as desired," in Article VI, Sec- 
tion 1, be removed ; and that this recommendation be presented to the 
Convention for approval. 

The Committee on Uniformity of Regular Membership Badges, 
consisting of Messrs. McClung and Richtmyer, which was appointed 
in 191 7 and which made a report of progress to the Pittsburgh Con- 
vention, presented further data on the question and called attention 
to the fact that some objection had been raised to any plan which 
involved the handling of all badges by a single firm, since certain 
chapters preferred not to take the business out of the hands of 
local jewelers. Attention was directed to a report of the Secretary 
of Phi Beta Kappa which indicated that that organization had settled 
upon the plan of having a single authorized jeweler and had found 
the plan most successful. It appeared further that at present there 
was no way of keeping an accurate check upon badges distributed. 
Accordingly the special committee was requested to carry the matter 
further and sound the various chapters as to their willingness to 
cooperate in the plan of having an official jeweler. 

With regard to the Committee on Sigma Xi Fellowships, it 
was reported that C. H Eigenmann who was appointed chairman at 
the St. Louis Convention, had found it impossible to carry the 
work. It was the general opinion that the importance of this project 
called for prompt and effective action, and it was voted that the 
President of the Society be empowered to appoint a chairman and 
to take such further action as would result in getting the committee 
started on its work. 

The Syracuse Chapter suggested an amendment to Article III, 
Section 10, with reference to non-payment of dues. Attention was 
called to the fact that the question came up originally at the Colum- 
bus Convention in 191 5 when the Minnesota Chapter proposed the 
following amendment. 

"Active members of any chapter who are in arrears for dues for two years 
or more may, after due notification, be dropped from active membership 
by vote of the chapter; and the names of members so dropped shall be 
published in the Sigma Xi Quarterly." 

This amendment was modified by the New York Convention of 
1916 and adopted in the form in which it now stands; viz. 

"Any member in arrears for one year shall be duly notified of this fact 
by the secretary of the chapter, and in event of failure to respond within 
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six weeks may be suspended from membership in the Society. On payment 
cf arrearage he may be reinstated by vote of the chapter. If such reinstate- 
ment is not effected in one year his name shall be deleted from the rolls of the 
Society." 

The Syracuse Chapter is inclined to question the advisability of 
the present regulation, and the discussion brought up the matter of 
the wording of Article III on membership. As a result it was voted 
that the chairman be authorized to appoint a small committee, as a 
sub-committee of the Executive Committee, to present to the mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee through correspondence a re- 
statement or revision of Article III on membership; and that this 
proposed committee cooperate with the Committee on Fellowships 
to the end that the whole matter of membership and duties to the 
Society be readjusted. Messrs. Richtmyer and Ellery were sub- 
sequently appointed members of this committee. 

In reply to the question raised by the Syracuse Chapter it was 
voted that the matter be referred to the committee provided to revise 
Article III in the Constitution, and that the Syracuse Chapter be 
informed accordingly. 

The following inquiry with reference to honorary membership 
was made by the Chapter : 

"Has it been the policy of the society to elect into honorary member- 
ship only those men who have never been active members of the society? 
Or, is it possible to elect an active member of the society into honorary mem- 
bership, if he has been an outstanding figure in scientific work?" 

Attention was called to the fact that the Society had at the At- 
lanta Convention (Quarterly 2:3) voted adversely to the plan of 
creating a higher grade of membership, and it appeared in the case 

presented by the Chapter that since the person was 

already a member, no change in his status was practicable. 

The Colorado Chapter raised the following question: 

"The University of Colorado Chapter now elects associate members 
and is desirous of transferring an associate member to the grade of active 
member. The person for whom we wish to make this transfer is not now 
connected with any educational institution. We have been unable to deter- 
mine whether or not he is eligible for transfer. It is our opinion that asso- 
ciate membership is for those who show promise in research and that provi- 
sion should be made for transferring such a person to active membership 
as soon as the requirements for active membership are fulfilled, whether or 
not the person would be eligible for consideration had he not already been 
elected to associate membership. I will appreciate receiving information 
concerning this matter." 
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The Secretary had replied as follows: 

"As I understand the condition, and as it has also been commented on 
m various discussions concerning this matter, the election of an individual 
as an associate member does not in any way modify his consideration for 
another type of membership later; in other words associate members may 
be elected to full membership under precisely the same stipulations that exist 
for others. 

"This does not in one sense answer your question as to whether this indi- 
vidual is eligible for transfer, and I may say that if I understand your 
statement he would not be since he is not now connected with any educa- 
tional institution and is supposedly not an alumnus of five years' standing." 

After discussion it was voted that the Secretary's reply be 
endorsed by the Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee discussed various propositions for 
securing the cooperation of chapters in a plan to elect under- 
graduates to associate membership only. It appeared from the 
records furnished by the Secretary that many chapters have already 
taken this action, thus voluntarily placing such a limit on their own 
elections. It was decided that the Executive Committee formulate 
and send a general letter to the chapters regarding the plan. 

The St. Louis Convention referred to the Executive Committee 
the question of formulating an amendment to the Constitution which 
should provide means for placing chapters at institutions devoted to 
pure research. Since the Convention had suggested that the views 
of the various chapters be secured on this matter in order to assist 
the Executive Committee in formulating the plan in detail, a letter 
was sent out in March to the various chapter secretaries, requesting 
them to secure and forward the views of their chapter. Extracts 
from the replies received were read and it seemed to be the con- 
sensus of opinion that the plan of granting charters to such institu- 
tions would be desirable under proper limitations. After discussion 
it was voted that the Executive Committee advises the placing of 
chapters in such research institutions as possess the same unrestricted 
rights of publication that exist in educational institutions, provided 
that no institution should be considered unless it shows that its 
permanency is reasonably assured by private endowment or state 
support, and recommends that Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution 
be amended to read as follows (new portion in italics) : 

"A Chapter may be established at any educational institution in 
which scientific research work is cultivated and promoted, or at such 
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research institutions as possess the same unrestricted rights of pub- 
lication that exist in educational institutions, provided that no institu- 
tion shall be considered unless its permanency is shown to be reason- 
ably assured by private endowment or state support." 

The question of printing copies of petitions for granting of char- 
ters had been referred to the Executive Committee by the Conven- 
tion. After discussion of the case it was voted that petitioning bodies 
be requested to put the petition in printed form and that one hun- 
dred copies of each printed petition be requested for such distribu- 
tion as the Executive Committee may in each case decide upon. 

The St. Louis Convention requested the Executive Committee 
to investigate the question of Sigma Xi Clubs and report upon the 
desirability of such organizations. The Secretary submitted a report 
showing the number, location and character of such organizations and 
indicating that one of those recently started was taking preliminary 
steps towards securing a charter to give the club the full privileges 
of an active chapter. The discussion brought out the fact that such 
clubs might naturally be formed in places where no chapter could 
properly be looked for and where, consequently, no other opportunity 
to enjoy the privileges of the organization could be secured except 
through the maintenance of a Sigma Xi Club. It appeared also that 
in those educational institutions where the granting of a chapter 
might at first seem doubtful such a club would naturally perform 
an important function in showing whether the spirit of research was 
actively and continuously manifested in the institution. Further- 
more, by the growth and development of such a group the justifica- 
tion for granting a charter might be thoroughly demonstrated, or 
on the other hand, by its failure to succeed the wisdom of the step 
come to appear very doubtful. After this discussion it was voted 
that the Executive Committee is in sympathy with the organization 
into clubs of Sigma Xi members, in towns, institutions, or centers of 
scientific work, believing that they may discharge an important 
function in disseminating the spirit of investigation and emphasizing 
the research ideals of the Society. It was further voted that the 
Executive Committee recommend to the Convention that represen- 
tatives from such clubs as are duly registered with the Society be 
given a seat and a voice in the Convention, but no vote. 

The question next discussed was that concerning the best type 
of organization for Sigma Xi work in such institutions as have 
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separate portions so distinctly isolated geographically that it has 
seemed difficult for them to operate under a single charter. The 
question was discussed at great length and was found to involve so 
many difficulties and to affect existing relations and historic condi- 
tions so radically that the Committee was unable to reach a unani- 
mous agreement on the best policy. Since, however, the Convention 
had requested the Committee to formulate the most desirable type of 
organization, it was voted that in pursuance of the mandate of the 
Convention the Committee take this matter under advisement, that 
it be discussed more in detail at the semi-annual meeting next spring 
for definite report one year from this coming Convention; and 
that the Executive Committee recommend meanwhile the forma- 
tion of Sigma Xi Clubs and a further attempt to work out a plan 
of organization practicable to handle the situation in that way rather 
than by the establishment of separate chapters. 

The question of foreign chapters was taken up and various 
reports showed that interest was already awakened not only on this 
continent, but even in England, Norway and Australia. It was the 
sense of the Committee that full encouragement be given to any 
efforts that might be made in such countries with a view to establish- 
ing there chapters of the Society, and it was further voted that the 
Secretary be authorized to distribute copies of the Quarter Cen- 
tury Record to the libraries of such institutions in foreign countries 
as may show evident active interest in the Sigma Xi Society, in order 
that a definite idea of the origin, history and ideals of the organiza- 
tion be presented to the institution. 



